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Municipal Waste Europe comments 
DIRECTIVE ON WASTE (Final text)  
 
Municipal Waste Europe is a network for the national municipal waste associations or similar 
public associations in so far Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Netherlands, Norway and 
Sweden. The network was formed 2008 with the aim to promote public responsibility for 
waste. More information can be found on www.municipalwasteeurope.eu  
 
Municipal Waste Europe welcomes the revised DIRECTIVE ON WASTE. The final legislation 
has solved several difficulties and will increase the Community’s ambitions and strengthen the 
efforts to handle problems arising from waste, in a long-term and sustainable way. 
 
The implementation into national legislation and how further developments according to the 
directive by the Commission and the committees proceed, is very important and will directly 
affect the every-day waste management and the performance of public responsibility for waste 
through the local authorities and public waste management.  
 
The responsibility for waste management is based on a general need for waste management 
services in all parts of Europe and for all who generate waste. Waste management services, no 
matter their ownership, must be present in a society for all its inhabitants in order to prevent 
negative environmental and health effects. The collective waste management infrastructure 
including collection systems, are best developed through national, regional and local planning. 
 
The new directive on waste accentuates among other things the importance of waste 
management for household and similar waste. Mixed municipal waste collected from private 
households and wastes of similar nature and composition include waste referred to in entry 20 
of the European Waste Catalogue, and also bio-waste.  
 
Municipal Waste Europe supports the directive, which states that waste management needs to 
be planned and prepared as well as evaluated and assessed in a long-term perspective. The 
unchanged waste definition is an important entry into environmental protection and control for 
potentially damaging substances or objects.  
 
This will require room for different waste management solutions within Europe. The flexibility 
of the legislated waste hierarchy is therefore very important in order to adjust the waste 
management to long-term environmental concerns in all different geographical areas.  
 



 

Municipal Waste Europe welcomes the end-of-waste definition, which will solve much 
uncertainty for the waste management operators clarifying through the coming harmonised 
specific criteria when the waste recovery/waste recycling operations are fulfilled for individual 
waste streams.  
 
Municipal Waste Europe considers waste management plans, waste reduction actions and the 
plans for sustainable consumption and production, important contributions to sustainable waste 
management. These plans and programmes will also create attention to the waste sectors 
contribution to the energy systems and the climate targets. The future development of 
requirements and criteria for compost and digestate from bio-waste will hopefully develop the 
biological treatment sector and more importantly, stimulate the use of safe products developed 
from bio-waste. Recovery options also include replacing resources in the wider economy. 
Energy recovery of municipal waste is regarded as such an option if high energy efficiency 
criteria are fulfilled. In the future access to disposal operations, such as safe landfills will also 
be needed.  
 
The development of recovery and recycling targets are therefore especially important as they 
indicate the direction for the development of European waste management. The development of 
the new directive has brought attention to the great geographical differences in European waste 
management. 
 
The reuse and recovery target for 2020 is set to minimum overall 50 % of the waste streams 
paper, metal, plastic and glass from households and similar waste from other origins. Municipal 
Waste Europe finds that in order for other countries to fulfil this and the high target of 70 % of 
non-hazardous construction and demolition waste, waste management will have to develop 
collective, cooperative systems, joining regions and countries and taking into account all 
national and local conditions. 
 
The national municipal waste associations comprising Municipal Waste Europe has found that 
systems for household waste management with a technical, environmental and long-term 
approach often require source separation. This places the waste responsibility on the waste 
holder and the waste generator. However, source separation should be used only when the 
following treatment operation so requires. It should be mandatory only for specific waste 
streams designated for specific treatment operation or harmful for the following collection or 
treatment operation, such as hazardous wastes.  
 
Municipal Waste Europe especially supports the self-sufficiency principle, the proximity 
principle and the responsibility to the member states to be responsible for the household waste 
generated within their geographic area. These are the founding principles necessary for long-
term waste services for all, all wastes and everywhere needed. 
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For further information and discussion about the reasons for and the good results of well 
functioning public responsibility for waste management, please contact: 
Gunnel Klingberg, Secretary General  
Email: gunnel.klingberg@municipalwasteeurope.eu    Mobile phone +46 705 58 66 09 


