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Brussels, 2 March 2012 

 

Municipal Waste Europe Position Paper on the draft report on ‘a Resource-efficient 

Europe’ by MEP Gerbrandy  

 

Municipal Waste Europe is a non-profit association which represents European municipalities 

and their waste management companies, in their responsibility to manage municipal waste. 

The members of Municipal Waste Europe represent 14 Member States of the European 

Union, through national public waste associations, which serve over 60% and up to 95% of 

their national population. 

 

One of the key issues for the European municipalities is the promotion of the responsibility of 

local and regional authorities for waste management as a service of general interest. 

Throughout Europe, municipalities are responsible for the recovery of material resources from 

European households. The members of Municipal Waste Europe therefore play a pivotal role 

in driving Europe to becoming more resource-efficient. In effect, the members of Municipal 

Waste Europe are the bridge between the actors in resource efficiency, the citizens and thus 

the public. 

***   ***   *** 

 

Municipal Waste Europe would like to congratulate the rapporteur, MEP, Mr. Gerbrandy, on 

the excellent draft report on ‘a resource-efficient Europe’, which we find both balanced and 

forward thinking.  

 

Municipal Waste Europe embraces the approach taken in the report as an important way 

forward, which opens the way to transforming the EU level-playing field into a sustainable 

level-playing field, recognizing the role of resource-efficiency in the delivery of an 

environment and a global economy which will be able to sustain current and future 

generations.  

 

In this light, we would like to submit the following amendments to you, which have been 

discussed and agreed by our members, with the aim of building on the scope of the report and  

assisting the Parliament with our members’ practical knowledge of municipal waste as a 

source of secondary resources.  
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We submit these to you with the request that they are taken up in the revised report. 

Amendments proposed are marked in bold and italic:  

 

F. whereas, the need for resource-efficiency in Europe calls for moving the European level 

playing field towards a sustainable playing field. 

1. Calls for the creation of Joint Task Forces for the three four key areas of materials, food, 

housing and mobility: these should consist of experts from the Commission, Member 

States, regions and municipalities, industry and civil society and develop European 

Resource Efficiency Action Plans with clear benchmarks within one year; 

4. Urges the Commission and Member States to develop and use clear and measurable 

indicators as well as to develop adequate data collection on resources from waste for 

economic activity that take account of climate change, biodiversity and resource 

efficiency by the end of 2012; 

4b Urges the Commission to develop instruments including quality criteria of waste 

fractions in order to facilitate the reuse of materials in the production of new products; 

5. Calls on the Commission to extend the scope of the eco-design directive to non-energy 

related products and to come forward with additional eco-design requirements on the 

performance of products, including recycled content, durability and reusability, in order to 

improve their environmental impact and promote recycling markets; and to ensure that 

producer responsibility includes the requirement that products put on the market are 

produced in such a way as to facilitate their reuse and recyclability, both as complete 

products and as materials;  

8. Underlines the urgency of taking action now to support innovation and investment in new 

techniques and business models and to create the incentives that will bring long-term 

benefits for the economy; emphasises the key role of the private sector in delivering green 

economic growth and its interaction with the public authorities which are responsible 

for the recovery of raw materials contained in municipal waste from European 

households in a form which can be made available as resources once again; 

10. Calls on the Commission and Member States to develop incentives that encourage 

companies to measure, benchmark and continuously improve their resource efficiency, as 

well as measures to extend the producer responsibility principle, to fully develop it and to 

remove barriers that hold back resource efficiency; 

13. Calls on the Commission to streamline the waste acquis and to introduce a progressive 

landfill ban while simultaneously promoting various incentives for increasing the levels 

of reuse and recycling to enable the ban to be effective, accompanied by appropriate 

transition measures; 

14. Highlights the importance of research, development and innovation as well as the broad 

roll-out of best practice for speeding up the transformation to a resource-efficient Europe; 

notes that greater innovation is particularly needed in environmentally friendly material  
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extraction, chemistry, recycling, re-use potential, and the substitution of environmental 

impacting and hazardous material, technologies and design for less material and energy 

use;  

16 b. Emphasises the importance of communication and the education of citizens as a 

necessary tool to achieve resource-efficiency through enhanced high quality source-

separation from households, of valuable streams of material resources from household 

waste;  

19. Calls on the Commission to start pilot projects for several resources, e.g. phosphorous and 

plastics, to reach 100% reuse in 2020; emphasises that these pilot projects should receive 

direct funding from structural funds; 

19b. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to explore the great potential of 

urban mining including landfill mining in the achievement of resource-efficiency; 

20. Highlights the importance of sustainable agriculture and fishery, dietary changes to 

reduce animal and fish protein intake and diminishing imported land use;  

22. Urges the Commission to adopt robust and easily understandable indicators, based on 

integrated accounting tools, in order to monitor progress towards the targets and urges all 

actors in waste management to deliver detailed information on the recyclable material 

streams within the waste; 

 

Thanking you in advance for your careful consideration of our proposed amendments, on 

behalf of the members of Municipal Waste Europe, I remain at your disposal for any further 

clarification or information,  

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Vanya Veras 

Secretary General 


